Novembor 29, 1937

S. D, MeGill, Esq.
P. 0. Box 702
Tneksanville, Florids

Near Triend MaGill:

I noted with great imarest your lewer of November 27, Plese
he aseured that we will be only too gled to go over the petition
and to coop:rate with you to any extent. Anything that we

have in the off e nvailable ia at your disposal. MNy asssciate,
Thurgood Marshall, 1a handling the natter of aqualization of
teschers?! salari es anl I am roferring yourletter to him on his
return to the office from the Virginia State Teashers' Associa-
1 one

It will inteest you to kmow thet 1) & new suit hes been f1led
for equalization of snlaries in Calvert County, Md.§ 2) that

out of 30 Negro taachars in Harford Comty, Mde, alil 30 signed

a patition to the Comty BoarAd of Eiueation asking for equaliza-
tion of saleries; 3) that 200 Dsleware teachers have potit imet
for equalizstion of salsries; 4) that the Virginie State Teachers
ABsocisti~n hns decided to proceed with a suit for squalization

of salaries. I think this ia very encouraging as it shows the
7ide=-srend Iinterest. O

One thing That I noted in your lstter is that you are going in-
to cowrt as moon &s the County Board denies your petition. heq
you lave any doubt ebout whather any administrative authority
higher than the County Boerd has jurisdiction to grant equaliza~
tion of melaries, 1 suggest that you resclve the dowt in favor
of the adninistrative mutharity and petition that suthority
also by way of apmal hofare going into courts ¥You can expect
the Forida court to throw all sorts of teshnicalities in your
way and {f it is possibls for the cowrt to throw the case out
on the ground timt you have failed to exhmst your adrinistra-
£ aasar dass _ tiv-e/flga&m, the comrt will be surs to do 80
"/ D .

s e

May I also suggest thet you try to aontrol the pblicity in re-
gard to the case. leke cmtact with the newspapers, issuing
prepared statements if neceasary, to meke sure that the press
does not go off on the wrong ancle and oreatl unfavoradle pudlie
resction. Hathaee followad the policy in all of cur educational

sases of trying to cntrol the publieity just s much as the
psetnal proceedinpgs in c curt.
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4 point tobe emphasized is that the equalization of teachers' salaries does
not mean a financiel drain on the county because what reelly Mppens is an
increase in purchasing power and the general prosperity of the county is
advanceds I suggest that pending further proceed ings that you quietly
ciroulate a questionnaire smong tle teachers with a view of determining

how mach money and property they have invested in Brevard County and how
mich percentage of thair earnings is spent in Brevard County. The purpose
of this, of course, 1s to prowec that egualization of salaries will benefit
the public at lrrge rather than becone a herdship, .

With best wishes mnd conrratulations, 1 am

Tours aincerely,

Charles He. Houmton,
ChH: v Specin] Counesl.
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